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There are two issues that we want to cover in this quarterõs 

newsletter. The first is the club finances and the second is 

about our events.  

First we are not sure how many of you know what kind of 

money it takes to operate a non -profit organization such as 

OPES. Our first and largest expense by far is the insurance 

that we must carry. The liability insurance that we have costs 

us nearly $2,000 per year, most of the time our annual dues 

covers this cost. It does mean that we need a minimum num-

ber of members to cover it. It doesnõt matter how many mem-

bers we have the cost is still the same.                                                                                                                   

The places where the events are held also costs, it can be a lit-

tle as $50 or as much as $300 for a place. If we hold the event 

outside that doesnõt have a liquor license we are required by 

law to purchase a banquet permit. While it isnõt a major ex-

pense it is by all means another expense. If we have a vintner 

or someone who speaks for us at an event then we have the 

expense of lodging and sometimes even a fee for that person. 

We have not gotten to the cost of the food and wine yet.  

I am sure that most of you know the price of nearly every-

thing has more than doubled in the past year. When we do an 

event at a restaurant, they now have to charge us more for 

the food. Even when we have a caterer, the expense has in-

creased, to say nothing of when we do all the work ourselves, 

and we still have to buy the food. Then of course there is the 

wine, the cost of grapes has gone up significantly which 

means the wine also costs more.  

All in all, every one of us is feeling the crunch. In my recollec-

tion of history, I believe that the great depression saw only 

two things that did well during that time; entertainment and 

of course those who got around prohibition.  People still had 

fun and they still drank. Myself, I believe it was the repeal of 

the 18 th  amendment that saved our country. My conclusion 

lets stop the recession by having another glass of wine!!!!!!  
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 The Board is very sorry to announce that Arlene McClelland wants to retire as 

Treasurer for OPES. She has been our treasurer for 3 years and we are very sorry to see 

her go.  She has done a great job and helped set up the accounts in a way that anyone 

with some basic math can take over this position. Please, if you are interested in this po-

sition, contact any board member.  

 

 

 

 

Now, lets get to the second part of this article. We have had to cancel two 

events this past year because of lack of interest. The event in March was not 

nearly as full as usual for Cõest Si Bon and this is a shame. We felt really 

bad for Mike Hinojos when we had to cancel the event at Manresa Castle. 

Mike worked very hard to put together an event for us only to have so few 

people respond that it had to be canceled. When the January event filled up 

so quickly Carol Peet stepped forward and attempted to have an event in 

Port Angeles. Once again we had to cancel due to lack of interest.  

Several years ago Pat Sekor, bless her, put together preferences of our mem-

bers. Well over three quarters of you preferred that we have restaurant 

events and winemakers and theme dinners. What can I say? To do this it 

costs money. You may complain about what it costs, but if it is what you 

want, then we all have to pay the price. I know that times are tight, they are 

for all of us, but our President of the US says, we have to spend our way out 

of this situation.  So does your president. Please, I would like to have your 

comments. 

Smitty  

Lebkey1@msn.com 
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OPES #71 

Location:  Port Townsend at the Dundee Hill Center located on the corner of Hancock and 32nd street.  

 (see directions below) 

Date:  Sunday April 26th 

Time: 6:00PM 

Cost:  $50.00 per person for members and $60.00 for guests 

  

We will be featuring, Kathryn Lampka demonstrating how to have a wine tasting. The featured wines will 

be Spanish and the menu will be Tapas.  The dinner will be prepared by In Season Catering. Beth Johnson 

is the sole proprietor and is well known for her perfect pairings of wine & food. She always uses the finest 

ingredients and thoughtful preparations and tasteful presentations. The event will begin at 6:00 with the 

pouring of the greeter wine, followed by appetizers and dinner beginning about 6:30. For reservations 

please contact Carol Peet 360 457-4318 or send your reservation with your check to P.O.Box 4081 Sequim, 

WA 98382 by April 18th.The event will be limited to 50 people. 

  

DIRECTIONS: Dundee Hill Center 1632 Hancock street.  

Take highway 20 into town. Turn left onto Sheridan Street (At QFC, follow signage to hospital) 

Go thru a four way intersection (19th Street). Continue on Sheridan to the next stop sign (Hastings Ave) 

take a left onto Hastings. Go two blocks, take a right onto Hancock, follow Hancock to the end 

(two blocks) Dundee Hill Center is at the end. Park in front and behind the building. 

Location:   Gardiner Community Center - 980 Old Gardiner Road, Sequim  

Date:  Saturday May 9 th  

Cost:  $25.00 per person member or guest  

Time:  5:30PM 

The featured wines will be those of the Southern Hemisphere.  The dinner will be pro-

vided by Catered Affair with chicken de pollo as the main course. The event will be open to 

60 people. We would like to encourage everyone to please plan on attending.  For reserva-

tions please contact Carol Peet 360 457 4318 or send your reservation with your check to 

P.O.Box 4081 Sequim, WA by May 2 nd. 


